
283 

Other Presidential Documents 

Memorandum of May 6, 2008 

Assignment of Reporting Function Under Subsection 1225(a) 
of the John Warner National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2007 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, I hereby assign to you the function of the President under sub-
section 1225(a) of the John Warner National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109–364). 

You are authorized and directed to publish this memorandum in the Fed-
eral Register. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, May 6, 2008. 

Notice of May 7, 2008 

Continuation of the National Emergency Blocking Property 
of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Export of Certain 
Goods to Syria 

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to my authority under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) and the Syria Account-
ability and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (Public Law 108– 
175), I issued Executive Order 13338, in which I declared a national emer-
gency with respect to the actions of the Government of Syria. To deal with 
this national emergency, Executive Order 13338 authorized the blocking of 
property of certain persons and prohibited the exportation or re-exportation 
of certain goods to Syria. On April 25, 2006, and February 13, 2008, I 
issued Executive Order 13399 and Executive Order 13460, respectively, to 
take additional steps with respect to this national emergency. 

I took these actions to deal with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions of the Government of Syria in supporting terrorism, 
maintaining its then-existing occupation of Lebanon, pursuing weapons of 
mass destruction and missile programs including the recent revelation of 
illicit nuclear cooperation with North Korea, and undermining U.S. and 
international efforts with respect to the stabilization and reconstruction of 
Iraq. 

Because the actions and policies of the Government of Syria continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States, the national emergency declared 
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on May 11, 2004, and the measures adopted on that date and on April 25, 
2006, in Executive Order 13399, and on February 13, 2008, in Executive 
Order 13460, to deal with that emergency, must continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2008. Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency authorizing the blocking of property of certain persons 
and prohibiting the exportation or re-exportation of certain goods to Syria. 

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
May 7, 2008. 

Notice of May 16, 2008 

Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to 
Burma 

On May 20, 1997, the President issued Executive Order 13047, certifying 
to the Congress under section 570(b) of the Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public Law 104– 
208), that the Government of Burma has engaged in large-scale repression 
of the democratic opposition in Burma after September 30, 1996, thereby 
invoking the prohibition on new investment in Burma by United States 
persons contained in that section. The President also declared a national 
emergency to deal with the threat posed to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States by the actions and policies of the Govern-
ment of Burma, invoking the authority, inter alia, of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq. 

On July 28, 2003, I issued Executive Order 13310 taking additional steps 
with respect to that national emergency by putting in place an import ban 
required by the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 and prohib-
iting exports of financial services to Burma and the dealing in property in 
which certain designated Burmese persons have an interest. On October 18, 
2007, I issued Executive Order 13448 to expand prohibitions to include the 
Burmese regime’s financial supporters and their companies, as well as indi-
viduals determined to be responsible for or to have participated in human 
rights abuses or to have engaged in activities facilitating public corruption. 
On April 30, 2008, I issued Executive Order 13464 taking additional steps 
with respect to the Government of Burma’s continued repression of the 
democratic opposition in Burma. 

Because the actions and policies of the Government of Burma continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States, the national emergency declared on May 
20, 1997, and expanded on October 18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, and the 
measures adopted to deal with that emergency, must continue in effect be-
yond May 20, 2008. Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the 
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